THE PAST SIMPLE and THE PRESENT PERFECT TENSE

              Form of Simple Past                                Form of Present Perfect

	
	Positive
	Negative
	Question
	
	Positive
	Negative
	Question

	No difference
	I spoke
	I didn’t speak.
	Did I speak?
	I/you/we/they
	I have spoken.
	I haven’t spoken.
	Have I spoken?

	
	
	
	
	He/she/it
	He has spoken.
	He hasn’t spoken.
	Has he spoken?


                  Use of Simple Past                                 Use of Present Perfect

	When, where, who
	Experience, consequence, effect or result

	I saw Harry Potter last week.
	I have seen Harry Potter and I don’t want to see it again.

	He lost his keys last week. (He has probably found them already.)
	He has lost his keys. (They are still missing. I can’t get into the flat.)

	She broke her arm. (The arm is probably ok by now.)
	She has broken her arm. (The arm is still broken. She can’t play basketball.)

	Action - started and finished in the past
	Action – started in the past and continuing in the present

	He worked at the University in 1994. (He doesn’t work there any more.)
	He has worked at the University since 1994. (He started working at the University in 1994 and he’s still working there now.)

	The finished period of time
	The unfinished period of time

	He ate twice this morning. (It is the afternoon now.)
	He has eaten twice this morning. (It is still morning.)

	She saw three films last week.
	She has seen three films this week.

	Older information
	Recent news

	Martin crashed his car last year.
	Martin has crashed his car again.


