THE PAST SIMPLE and THE PRESENT PERFECT TENSE
            Form of Simple Past                            Form of Present Perfect

	
	Positive
	Negative
	Question
	
	Positive
	Negative
	Question

	No difference
	I spoke
	I didn’t speak.
	Did I speak?
	I/you/we/they
	I have spoken.
	I haven’t spoken.
	Have I spoken?

	
	
	
	
	He/she/it
	He has spoken.
	He hasn’t spoken.
	Has he spoken?


Use of Simple Past 
1. An action or situation that started and finished in the past
         I lived in Canada in 1984.     

2. A habitual action in the past 

 He visited his parents every weekend.

3. Actions in the past taking place one after the other 

 He came in, took off his coat and sat down.

4. An action in the past taking place in the middle of another action (used in combination with the Past Continuous Tense) 

 When I was having breakfast, the phone suddenly rang.

5. If sentences type II (If I talked, …) 

If I had a lot of money, I would share it with you.
Signal Words of Simple Past

· yesterday, 2 minutes ago, in 1990, the other day, last Friday 

· If-Sentence Type II (If I talked, …) 

Use of Present Perfect 

We are thinking of the result when describing:

1. An action or situation that started in the past and continues in the present.
       I have lived in Canada since 1984. (and I still do)

2. An action performed during a period that has not yet finished.
       She has been to the doctor twice this week. (and the week isn't over yet)

3. A repeated action in an unspecified period between the past and now.
       We have visited London several times.

4. An action that was completed in the very recent past (expressed by 'just').
       I have just finished my work.

5. An action when the result is very important but the time is not. 
       He has seen ‘Harry Potter’. 
6. An action finished in the past that has an influence on the present.
       She has lost her keys.


 Signal Words of Present Perfect

already, just, ever, never, always, (not) yet, so far, till now, up to now, still


PRESENT PERFECT + for, since
   When talking about the length of time (duration), we use the present perfect with for + a period of time. 
   1) For + a period of time:
for six years, for a week, for a month, for hours, for two hours.

She has lived here for twenty years. They have been married for six months. 


   When talking about a starting point, we use the present perfect with since + a point in time.

2) Since + a point in time:
since this morning, since last week, since yesterday, since I was 12, since Friday, since 6 o'clock.

I have lived here since 1998. They have been married since June. 
Present Perfect OR Past Simple?

VERY IMPORTANT:
Use the Present Perfect when the time is not important.
Use the Simple Past when the time or place is important.
1) When we want to give or ask details about when, where, who, we use the Past Simple Tense. When we talk about the experience, consequence, effect or result we use the Present Perfect Tense.

I saw ‘Harry Potter’ last week. 
I have seen ’Harry Potter’ and I don’t want to see it again. (It doesn’t matter when I saw it.)
He lost his keys last week. (He has probably found them already, or has a new set of keys.)

He has lost his keys. (He hasn’t found the keys yet, they are still missing. ) 

She broke her arm. (The arm is probably ok by now.)

She has broken her arm. (The arm is sill broken.)

2) For the actions which started and finished in the past we use the Past Simple Tense. For the actions which started in the past and are continuing in the present we use the Present Perfect. 
He worked at the University in 1994. (He doesn’t work there any more.)
He has worked at the University since 1994. (He started working at the University in 1994 and he’s still working there now.)
3) For the actions performed in the finished period of time we use the Past Simple Tense. For the actions performed in the unfinished period of time we use the Present Perfect Tense.
He ate twice this morning. (It is the afternoon now.)

He has eaten twice this morning. (It’s morning still.)
