CRIME Game

Instructions:

1. Tell the students that during the local town festival, there someone robbed the bank at exactly 10 at night.

2. One by one put the Facts on the board and check for understanding.

3. Tell the students that one person is going to be the robber and another person is the detective.  Show the students the robber card (the card with only the picture of the robber (this card is not used for the game) and the detective card.

4. Ask the students if they were the detective, what would be the question he or she would have to ask?  (i.e. “What were you doing at 10:00 last night?)

5. Have the students get into a semi-circle facing away from the blackboard with one chair in the middle facing toward the blackboard (this chair is for the detective who will need to see the blackboard to check the facts from time to time).

6. Show the student one of the regular cards and explain to them that they will need to construct their “alibi” by using the words on the cards to form the past continuous (Ex.  Buy-Bananas-Supermarket(”Last night at 10:00, I was buying bananas at the supermarket.”

7. Tell the students that there is one Robber card and that the robber can be identified because his “alibi” will be a lie.

8. Organize the deck of cards so that there is only one robber card with false alibi, the detective card, and only enough “alibi” cards so that each student has one card (Ex. If there are 15 in your class, your deck will have the detective card, one robber card with false alibi, and 13 alibi cards.  The rest of the cards can be used for a different round).

9. Shuffle the deck of cards and hand one out to each student.  Tell the students that they can look at the cards, but they can not show their card to anyone else.

10.  The person who has the detective card sits in the detective’s chair and starts asking each student a question.

11. Play continues until the detective solves the crime.

12. For advanced students, you could tell them that they are allowed to either make up their own alibi (but it must be “factual”) or they may embellish their alibi by adding more details (Ex. Last night at 10:00, I was buying bananas at the supermarket because I always have cereal in the morning and I put some slices of bananas in it.).  The only person who can not create a different alibi is the robber.  However, the robber may embellish his alibi by adding more details.
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Fact 1
All stores close at 9:00 except the supermarket, which closes at 10:30.
Fact 2

The Town Square is on Main Street.

Fact 3

Every day, there is a Mass at church from 7-8.

Fact 4

There are three restaurants in the town: McDonald’s, Bob’s Pizza, and Ann’s Sandwich Shop.

Fact 5
The carrousel was broken.

Fact 6
The local disco opens at 11.

Fact 7

The last bus to Madrid leaves at 8:30.
Fact 8

The local priest always goes home after the Mass.

Fact 9

Main Street was closed because of the festival.
Fact 10

In the town square, there was a magic show.
