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It's been a decade since Pearl Jam released Ten, which sold 11 million copies and gave hard rock a heart transplant. Pearl Jam was formed after lead singer, Andrew Wood, of "Mother Love Bone" died of a heroin overdose. The remaining members, with the addition of Mike McCready on lead guitar, recorded a demo with Matt Cameron on drums. The demo made its way into the hands of Eddie Vedder, who at the time was a surf bumb in San Diego. Vedder overdubbed some vocals onto the tracks and was signed on as lead vocal once the band heard the new tracks. In 1991 the band released their amazing first album "Ten." ." "Ten" wasn't a huge hit right away, it wasn't until Nirvana and the whole grunge movement that the album started to sell in mass quantities.
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Here is part of an interview with Eddie Vedder (EV), lead singer of Pearl Jam, published in the New York Rock Magazine (NYR)

NYR:
You're known for your dislike of interviews and PR....

EV:
I know our record company would like nothing better than to do a huge PR campaign but I can't even stand the thought. It makes me physically sick just to think about it.

NYR:
Many bands would give an arm and a leg for success, but you seem to dislike it....

EV:
I don't hate success, but I never wanted to be the spokesperson for my generation. I like music. Finally writing songs and performing is fun again. But I would like it a lot better if I could just do it, then walk away and be anonymous again.

NYR:
You also seem to have some issues with the U.S. ....

EV:
I'd like to be proud of my country. There are a lot of great people in this country and I meet people every day that I truly admire. But, on the other hand, there are also so many idiots in this country. We're one of the super powers, but what good does it do? We may have the biggest weapons, but sometimes I think the smallest brains control them.

NYR:
What do you like about the United States and what you don't like about the United States?

EV:
Hmmmm. The tough part is what do I like. I think what I like least is the American public is really tuned into their television and it becomes like "Big Brother" and they start believing everything they hear or everything they read through media and so I've thought about moving some place where they had no media and I could be in touch with my own self, the people that were close to me and the earth beneath me.
NYR:
Eddie, what would you do if you weren't a musician? What would you do in life?

EV:
Well, let's say I worked in a McDonald's, right? No, but let's just say...I will tell you I'd be the best McDonald's worker they ever saw because I'd take pride in my job. No matter what I did, I would just take pride in my job.
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There was an interview with Pearl Jam’s lead singer Eddie Vedder in the last issue of The New York Rock Magazine

. 

Pearl Jam’s  lead singer Eddie Vedder explained that …



Alive 

Son, she said, have I got a little story for you
What you thought was your daddy was nothin' but a...
While you were sittin' home alone at age thirteen
Your real daddy was dyin', sorry you didn't see him, 

but I'm glad we talked...

Oh I, oh, I'm still alive
Hey, I, I, oh, I'm still alive
Hey I, oh, I'm still alive
Hey...oh...

Oh, she walks slowly, across a young man's room
She said I'm ready...for you
I can't remember anything to this very day
'Cept the look, the look...
Oh, you know where, now I can't see, I just stare...

I, I'm still alive
Hey I, but, I'm still alive
Hey I, boy, I'm still alive
Hey I, I, I, I'm still alive, yeah
Ooh yeah...yeah yeah yeah...oh...oh...

Is something wrong, she said
Well of course there is
You're still alive, she said
Oh, and do I deserve to be
Is that the question
And if so...if so...who answers...who answers...

I, oh, I'm still alive
Hey I, oh, I'm still alive
Hey I, but, I'm still alive
Yeah I, ooh, I'm still alive
Yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah

YOUR OWN SONG

The ideas to the words(=lyrics)  of many songs sometimes emerge from experiences and happenings in the life of the songwriter.


Your task is to write down lyrics to your own song. 

Take one event in your life and write at least two verses and a chorus.



Pearl Jam

Named for Eddie Vedder's great grandmother Pearl's famous homemade jam (which was said to be hallucinogenic), Pearl Jam set a foundation in music that would become known simply as Grunge. 

That band took shape after Mother Love Bone lead singer Andrew Wood overdosed on heroin and guitarist Stone Gossard and bassist Jeff Ament recruited Mike McCready (lead guitar), Dave Krusen (drums) and Eddie Vedder (vocals) to form Pearl Jam. Based in Seattle, Pearl Jam led the pack along with Nirvana and Soundgarden in the race to bring alternative music to the forefront of America's youth culture. 

Releasing Ten in 1991, Pearl Jam combined '70s-stadium style rock with angry lyrics and heavy riffs. In no time, Ten shot up the charts and sold hundred of thousands of albums worldwide. Pearl Jam, however, was not one to sell out and consider themselves mainstream. With their hits "Alive," "Evenflow" and "Black," Vedder and the gang painted dark pictures of depression, suicide and a bleak world in general. They became the voice of a new, angry generation of teenagers known as Generation X. 

Alive

Son, she said, have I got a little story for you
What you thought was your daddy was nothin' but a...
While you were sittin' home alone at age thirteen
Your real daddy was dyin', sorry you didn't see him, but I'm glad we talked...

Oh I, oh, I'm still alive
Hey, I, I, oh, I'm still alive
Hey I, oh, I'm still alive
Hey...oh...

Oh, she walks slowly, across a young man's room
She said I'm ready...for you
I can't remember anything to this very day
'Cept the look, the look...
Oh, you know where, now I can't see, I just stare...

I, I'm still alive
Hey I, but, I'm still alive
Hey I, boy, I'm still alive
Hey I, I, I, I'm still alive, yeah
Ooh yeah...yeah yeah yeah...oh...oh...

Is something wrong, she said
Well of course there is
You're still alive, she said
Oh, and do I deserve to be
Is that the question
And if so...if so...who answers...who answers...

I, oh, I'm still alive
Hey I, oh, I'm still alive
Hey I, but, I'm still alive
Yeah I, ooh, I'm still alive
Yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah


Eddie Vedder





NYR:	You're known for your dislike of interviews and PR....


EV:	I know our record company would like nothing better than to do a huge PR campaign but I can't even stand the thought. It makes me physically sick just to think about it.


NYR:	Many bands would give an arm and a leg for success, but you seem to dislike it....


EV:	I don't hate success, but I never wanted to be the spokesperson for my generation. I like music. Finally writing songs and performing is fun again. But I would like it a lot better if I could just do it, then walk away and be anonymous again.


NYR:	You also seem to have some issues with the U.S. ....


EV:	I'd like to be proud of my country. There are a lot of great people in this country and I meet people every day that I truly admire. But, on the other hand, there are also so many idiots in this country. We're one of the super powers, but what good does it do? We may have the biggest weapons, but sometimes I think the smallest brains control them.


NYR:	What do you like about the United States and what you don't like about the United States?


EV:	Hmmmm. The tough part is what do I like. I think what I like least is the American public is really tuned into their television and it becomes like "Big Brother" and they start believing everything they hear or everything they read through media and so I've thought about moving some place where they had no media and I could be in touch with my own self, the people that were close to me and the earth beneath me.


NYR:	Eddie, what would you do if you weren't a musician? What would you do in life?


EV:	Well, let's say I worked in a McDonald's, right? No, but let's just say...I will tell you I'd be the best McDonald's worker they ever saw because I'd take pride in my job. No matter what I did, I would just take pride in my job.





Reporter





NYR:	You're known for your dislike of interviews and PR....


EV:	I know our record company would like nothing better than to do a huge PR campaign but I can't even stand the thought. It makes me physically sick just to think about it.


NYR:	Many bands would give an arm and a leg for success, but you seem to dislike it....


EV:	I don't hate success, but I never wanted to be the spokesperson for my generation. I like music. Finally writing songs and performing is fun again. But I would like it a lot better if I could just do it, then walk away and be anonymous again.


NYR:	You also seem to have some issues with the U.S. ....


EV:	I'd like to be proud of my country. There are a lot of great people in this country and I meet people every day that I truly admire. But, on the other hand, there are also so many idiots in this country. We're one of the super powers, but what good does it do? We may have the biggest weapons, but sometimes I think the smallest brains control them.


NYR:	What do you like about the United States and what you don't like about the United States?


EV:	Hmmmm. The tough part is what do I like. I think what I like least is the American public is really tuned into their television and it becomes like "Big Brother" and they start believing everything they hear or everything they read through media and so I've thought about moving some place where they had no media and I could be in touch with my own self, the people that were close to me and the earth beneath me.


NYR:	Eddie, what would you do if you weren't a musician? What would you do in life?


EV:	Well, let's say I worked in a McDonald's, right? No, but let's just say...I will tell you I'd be the best McDonald's worker they ever saw because I'd take pride in my job. No matter what I did, I would just take pride in my job.





You have to write a review on the interview for the school magazine. Read the interview again and write a review changing Eddie Vedder’s words into reported speech. 





Use verbs such as: say, add, tell, answer, mention, believe, know, think, talk about … 





'Alive' is ... it's torture. Which is why it's fucked up for me. Why I should probably learn how to sing another way. It would be easier. It's... it's too much. The story of the song is that a mother is with a father and the father dies. It's an intense thing because the son looks just like the father. The son grows up to be the father, the person that she lost. His father's dead, and now this confusion, his mother, his love, how does he love her, how does she love him? In fact, the mother, even though she marries somebody else, there's no one she's ever loved more than the father. You know how it is, first loves and stuff. And the guy dies. How could you ever get him back? But the son. He looks exactly like him. It's uncanny. So she wants him. The son is oblivious to it all. He doesn't know what the fuck is going on. He's still dealing, he's still growing up. He's still dealing with love, he's still dealing with the death of his father. All he knows is 'I'm still alive' - those three words, that's totally out of burden… 


[end of excerpt  taken from: RS 10-28-1993 ] 





verse





chorus





chorus





verse





Lyrics by: ........................................................................





Pearl Jam





Jeff Ament


Born March 10 in Havre, Montana 


Original member of Green River and Mother Love Bone 


Side Project: Three Fish 


Accomplished in graphic design (See also Amesbros.com) 


Member of Temple of the Dog 


Bass...energetic, bouncin', and melodic 


Appeared in the movie, "Singles" .... "While we're young." 


Photographer, lyricist, also does PJ album art 


Digs basketball, especially Seattle Supersonics








Matt Cameron


Born November 28 in San Diego, CA 


Drums, guitar, bass, keys, vocals 


Accomplished drummer in rock and jazz 


Former drummer for Soundgarden 


Drummer on original Stone Gossard demos 


Member of Temple of the Dog 


Member Wellwater Conspiracy 


Sang "Puberty Love" for the movie Attack of the Killer Tomatoes...and saved the day! 


Original drummer for Skinyard


Credits include "Hater", "Thunk" with Eleven, jazz album with the Tone Dogs, Seaweed





Eddie Vedder


Born December 23 in Evanston, Illinois 


Lead vocals, lyricist, rhythm guitar 


Does PJ album art, resident typist 


Plays accordian and harmonica 


Formerly in a band named Bad Radio 


Member of Temple of the Dog 


Master of ceremonies & sometimes DJ 


Appeared in the movie, "Singles" .... "A compliment for us, is a compliment for you." 


Basketball freak, especially Chicago Bulls 


Good with card tricks





Mike McCready


Born April 5 in Pensacola, Florida


Was in a band named Shadow


Influences include KISS, Hendrix 


Side Projects: Mad Season, The Rockfords 


Friend of Mr. Potatohead 


Member of Temple of the Dog 


Lead guitar...sonic guitar solos 


Slide guitar, piano, lyricist





Stone Gossard


Born July 20 in Seattle, Washington 


First band was March of Crimes 


Original member of Green River and Mother Love Bone 


Side Project: Brad 


Member of Temple of the Dog 


Influences: Led Zeppelin, KISS, Hendrix, funk and rap 


Rhythm and lead guitar...the riffmeister extraordinaire 


Keys, vocals, drums, lyricist 


Appeared in the movie, "Singles" .... "Hi Janet." 


Artist (paintings) 


Solo Album: "Bayleaf" 








