The Nation’s Favourite Grandmother

Elisabeth Angela Marguerite Bowes-Lyons was born on August 4th 1900  and was the ninth of ten children. Her father didn’t register her birth for 6 weeks because ….. (WHY?) and it is uncertain whether she was born in London or near Watford in Hertfordshire.

She spent most of her childhood at Glamis Castle in Scotland, which has been a royal residence since..…..(WHEN?). There she studied privately and was fluent in French by the age of 10. However, her education stopped in ………(WHEN?) because the First World War started.

After the war she began to socialise at royal parties and in 1920 she met Prince Albert, the son of King George 5th and Queen Mary. He proposed to her twice and on each occasion she rejected him. Finally, in January 1923 as they were walking……………..(WHERE?), she accepted his third proposal.

Three months later, on April 26th  1923, they got married in Westminster Abbey. The ceremony was not broadcast because the Church authorities feared that “disrespectful people might hear it while sitting in the pub with their hats on”.

In ……(WHEN?) she had her first baby, Princess Elisabeth. Four years later they had their second daughter, Princess Margaret.  For 14 years they lived happily but in 1937 Albert’s brother, …………(WHO?), abdicated so he could be with Wallis Simpson. Albert didn’t want to be king but had no choice, so on May 12th 1937 he was crowned King George 6th  in Westminster Abbey. The family then moved to…………..(WHERE?).

Two years later the Second World War started. People advised the Queen to go to Canada for her safety, but she famously replied “The Princesses cannot go without me. I cannot go without the King. And the King will never leave his country!”

When the Queen was 52 her husband died suddenly from a heart attack. Her daughter, Princess Elisabeth became Queen. From this time the former Queen didn’t have any official duties although she was still very influential in the family and in Britain. She helped to ‘arrange’ the marriages of her granchildren (all of which ended unhappily, except for Edward – yet!)  She didn’t have a good relationship with Diana and referred to her as “ that silly creature”.  She even provided Charles with a secret telephone line so he could call his lover,……………(WHO?).

Her hobbies included fishing and horse racing and she was famous for enjoying the occasional glass of gin! She eventually died on March 30th 2002 at her home, ………………….(WHERE?), in London.
